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IMPORTANT NOTE: This flowchart is a basic information only.  Applying for a Protection Order can be a complicated legal 
process and we recommend you seek legal advice.  We can assist you to prepare documents, negotiate an outcome,

and argue your case in Court. 

If you or your family need protection you should act swiftly and decisively. This chart gives a brief overview 
of the Court process to apply and obtain a Protection Order for the safety of you and your family.

PROTECTION ORDER COURT PROCESS

FILE Protection Order Application at local 
Magistrates Court 

SERVE other party with Application and FILE 
Affidavit of Service at Court

FIRST COURT DATE: Court will consider 
making a Temporary Protection Order.

A Temporary Order lasts until the end of the 
Court process.

Final Protection Order can be made at any time 
if both parties agree.

Court will adjourn case to approx 3-5 months into the future

Court will give dates for parties to file Affidavits and give a Final Hearing Date

FILE Affidavit at Court and SERVE documents on other party by dates given by Court

Issue Summons to any witnesses at least one month before the Final Hearing Date

FINAL HEARING DATE: Court will decide if Final Protection Order should be made, and what conditions on 
the Protection Order are appropriate.

IF OTHER PARTY AGREES 
TO ORDER
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